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Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental rule of grammar that ensures proper communication between speakers or writers and their audiences. This rule determines the relationship between the subject and the verb in a sentence, and it helps to avoid ambiguity and misunderstandings. The following article outlines 20 key rules of subject-verb agreement, along with five examples for each rule, that you can download as a PDF for easy reference.

Rule 1: Singular subjects take singular verbs.

Example 1: The cat walks on the roof.

Example 2: My sister plays the piano very well.

Example 3: The company offers competitive benefits to its employees.

Example 4: Every student in the class speaks fluent English.

Example 5: Neither John nor his sister likes to eat vegetables.

Rule 2: Plural subjects take plural verbs.

Example 1: The cats walk on the roof.

Example 2: My sisters play the piano very well.

Example 3: The companies offer competitive benefits to their employees.

Example 4: Some students in the class speak fluent English.

Example 5: John and his friends like to play football on weekends.

Rule 3: Collective nouns can be singular or plural, depending on the context.

Example 1: The team is playing well this season.

Example 2: The team are arguing about the coach`s decision.

Example 3: The jury has reached its verdict.

Example 4: The jury are still deliberating on the case.

Example 5: The committee has made its decision.

Rule 4: Compound subjects joined by “and” take plural verbs.

Example 1: Sarah and her friends are going to the park.

Example 2: The teacher and the students have different opinions on the topic.

Example 3: The dogs and the cats are playing together.

Example 4: The book and the movie are both great.

Example 5: The flowers and the trees look beautiful in the spring.

Rule 5: Compound subjects joined by “or” or “nor” take a verb that agrees with the closest subject.

Example 1: Neither the dog nor the cat likes to be alone.

Example 2: Either the blue shirt or the green shirt is fine.

Example 3: Neither the teacher nor the students have the answer.

Example 4: Either the book or the movie is worth watching.

Example 5: Neither the flowers nor the trees need much water.

Rule 6: Indefinite pronouns take a singular verb unless the context suggests a plural meaning.

Example 1: Everyone in the room is paying attention.

Example 2: Something is bothering me, but I don`t know what.

Example 3: Each of the students has a different opinion.

Example 4: Either of the options is acceptable.

Example 5: Nobody wants to be left behind.

Rule 7: Inverted sentences take the verb that agrees with the subject closest to the verb.

Example 1: Under the table is a cat and two mice.

Example 2: In the garden are many flowers and trees.

Example 3: At the party, dancing and singing were the main activities.

Example 4: In the book, the plot and the characters are well-developed.

Example 5: On the beach, playing and swimming are favorite pastimes.

Rule 8: Titles of books, movies, songs, and other works take a singular verb.

Example 1: “To Kill a Mockingbird” is a classic novel.

Example 2: “The Lion King” is a popular animated movie.

Example 3: “Yesterday” is a famous song by the Beatles.

Example 4: “Romeo and Juliet” is a tragic play by Shakespeare.

Example 5: “The Da Vinci Code” is a best-selling novel by Dan Brown.

Rule 9: Intervening phrases and clauses do not affect subject-verb agreement.

Example 1: The book, as well as the movie, is worth watching.

Example 2: The cat, with its fluffy fur, is very cute.

Example 3: The students, who are from different countries, speak different languages.

Example 4: The car, which is red, belongs to my neighbor.

Example 5: The party, which was held at the beach, was a lot of fun.

Rule 10: Numbers and percentages can take singular or plural verbs, depending on the context.

Example 1: 50% of the population is female.

Example 2: 25% of the students are from other countries.

Example 3: Two-thirds of the cake has been eaten.

Example 4: Three-quarters of the employees are on vacation.

Example 5: Half of the books have been returned.

Download the complete list of 20 rules of subject-verb agreement with 5 examples each as a PDF for easy reference and practice. By mastering these rules, you can improve your writing and communication skills, and avoid common errors that can undermine your credibility and effectiveness. Happy learning!
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